TUG MAIN STORY LINES 


(A) 


A tug or tugs go upriver and run into a tule (a low fog over water). One of the tugs stubbornly 
insists on continuing. They move through levees where a farmer shoots at them for going too fast. 
The tide is high and the tugs cross over a levee. When the fog clears they find themselves in the 
middle of a farm with windmill. 


(B) 


The bow of one of the tugs floats under a dock over which passes the train taking passengers to the 
liners on the far side of the harbor. As the tide comes in the bow rises beneath the dock and breaks 
it causing the rail tracks to bend and rip out of the sleepers. The tug is trapped beneath the dock, 
Ten cents sees the danger and heads across the Bay at full speed to try and warn the train. He does 
not quite make it and has to chase the train along the docks and with only yards to go he manages to 
get alongside the quay and call to the train which only just stops in time. 


(C) 


Having towed a Garbage Barge upriver to be unloaded in a rock quarry, Top Hat has to pull a Rock 
Barge down river and across the Bay to where the foundations of a new pier are being layed. The 
heavy barge is slowly taking on water but Top Hat, not wanting to pull the Garbage Barge again, 
stubbornly insists that he can get the Rock Barge across the Bay before it takes on too much water. 


Top Hat goes down river, the barge gets heavier as water comes in. By the time he gets to the Bay, 
Top Hat is slowing down because of the extra weight. Half way across the Bay the barge sinks 
releasing his line, Top Hat, as required by Maritime Law, reverses over the spot where the barge 
sank to drop a marker buoy. Meanwhile under the water the weight of the rocks tips the barge 
over. The rocks fall out and the naturally boyant barge rises to the surface directly beneath Top Hat 
leaving him trapped in the well of the barge. 


After drifting across the Bay much to the amusement of the other tugs and various vessels, the barge 
with Top Hat on board is towed into a drydock. With the dock still flooded, straps are placed 
beneath Top Hat and attached to acrane. Holding Top Hat in a fixed position the dock is emptied 
at low tide and Top Hat is suspended in mid-air like some fish out of water. 


(D) GHOST FLEET 


Late one foggy night, Warrior and Big Mac see a line of white tugs through the fog out beyond the 
bars. Weird noises and lights give them a ghostly appearance. 


The following night Top Hat also sees a number of white ghostly tugs. Early the next morning 0.J., 
the most sensible of the tugs, also sees the white tugs through a tule. He quickly follows them and 
in minutes the fog lifts. He is astonished to see that the white tugs who were only a few hundred 
yards ahead have disappeared. Captain Starr tells of a fleet of tugs who left the Bay many years 
ago and were lost at sea. 


(2) 


(D) Continued..... 


Ten Cents and Sunshine do not believe in ghosts so the next night they stupidly head out beyond the 
bars, where the waves almost swamp them, to look for the Ghost Tugs. In the distance heading out 
to sea are the Ghost Tugs. Without thinking the small Switchers head after them. Even with their 

engines running at full speed they cannot make fast enough headway in the rising sea to catch them. 


Suddenly a thick seafog enshroudes them and the waves rise menacingly. If they try to turn back 
they would be side on ot the waves and would roll over. Rising out of the sea comes a huge 
Trident trapping the Switchers between its forks. Lifting them clear of the water it turns them 
around then lowers them back into the sea. Confused and scared, Ten Cents and Shunshine battle 
the waves back towards the bars. But the fog is very thick and obscures the shore lights. Even 
Lillie Lightship cannot be seen, and her fog horn is drowned out by the sea rushing over the bars. 


Suddenly through the fog two bright lights may be seen. Assuming them to be the shore lights they 
head between them. As they come off the bars into the quiet waters of the Bay, the fog swirls and 
clears fora second. To their horror just ahead of them is the giant face of Neptune, his eyes 
glowing brightly. Before they can react the fog obliterates the scene. 


Back at their dock they quiver and shake as they tell their story. Captain Star says that they must 
have been dreaming and as for the Ghost Fleet they were just tugs from The Great White Fleet out 
of.....(research). 


"No one could explain Neptunes appearance but then again did it really happen?" 


(E) STRIKE! 


The launch and harbourmen go on strike. They establish picket lines stopping vital supplies such 
as coal, water etc... The Tugs do not agree with strike and cross the picket lines. The other 
vessels and dockside machinery put the 'Scabs On' refusing to assist tugs in helping emergency 
services, people in need and moving vital or perishable supplies. The Tugs manage to beat the 
Strike and make alot of money delivering coal. 


(F) THE JINXED TUG. 
The Jinxed Tug is an Independent Switcher approximately seventy five feet in length. 


While assisting the Starr Tugs the Jinxed Tug is run over by a ship turning it over and over beneath 
it. A crewman is swept overboard and is sucked down the funnel only to reappear as it rolls 
upward. The process is repeated on each roll. 


Captain Starr tells of the tug's jinx. Just repaired, the Jinxed Tug is used by the Z Tugs and while 
he is along side a ship it moves too close to a sand bank. He runs onto the sand bank and lays on 
her side. A Derrick Barge is needed to lift him up and pull him off. After a new coat of paint 
bought for him a few days later, he gets in the way of a Battleship that knocks a hole in his side and 
he sinks. 


(3) 
(F) Continued..... 


Everyone forgets about the Jinxed Tug until one day when Captain Starr, who has got a very 
lucrative contract from on oil tanker company, needs another tug orders the Jinxed Tug to be 
brought to the surface. Grampas locates the Jinxed tug and the Derrick barge lifts him, after the 
diver has attached the cables. 


When his boiler dries out his engine is started the Jinxed Tug goes out with O.J. and Warrior to 
pull in the large oil tanker. 

Oil spills out of the tanker all over the Jinxed Tug eventually some goes down his funnel. Instantly 
he is ablaze and soon the sea around him is on fire. The flaming sea stops the fire tugs getting 
close enough to put out the fire. The light from the fire illuminates the sky all night. By morning 
the Jinxed Tug is a burnt out hull. 


A young farmer buys the hull and it is towed up river. A few weeks later Ten Cents passes the 
Jinxed Tug who has been converted into a houseboat. The Jinxed tug admits that he never really 
enjoyed being a tug. 


OR. The Jinxed Tug is sold to a Mexican and is run onto rocks where he breaks up. 


(G) 


Late one night, Ten Cents returning from a job sees Hercules coming into the Starr Tugs dock. 
Hercules is loaded with stores but won't tell Ten Cents where he is going. 


Hercules is on a secret Government mission to tow a special (suction) dredger to Greenland. With 
winter coming the trip is very risky. 


Hercules encounters a hurricane and forty-five foot waves. When he enters the Arctic Circle, ice 
forms on his deck and sides causing him to become dangerously unstable. His crew have to climb 
over the deck to break away the ice. 


Eventually he reaches Greenland and helps to position the dredger. A U.S. Naval man hears that 
some men are trapped on an ice floe. Hercules bravely crashes through the ice using all the power 
of his immense engines. He picks up the stranded men and brings them safely back to the 
U.S.Base 


A few weeks later Hercules receives a Personal Commendation from the President of the United 
States of America. 


(H) 


Warrior is sent up into the timber line to collect logs and bring them back down river to the lumber 
yard in the Bay. 


The snow is still on the ground and trees as Warrior enters the massive lake were the logs are 
floating ready for him. The logs are chained together and Warrior begins to pull the lead logs. 
Very soon the logs are drawn into a long mass of over a million log feet. 


(4) 
(H) Continued..... 


Warrior moves down river at a steady two miles per hour. 


The countryside gets more spring-like and the air and water much warmer as he heads towards the 
sea. Behind him the logs rub against eachother causing them to become hot. 


By the time Warrior reaches the lowlands the temperature is very warm. Suddenly people on the 
shore start shouting and pointing at the logs. The friction has caused a fire. 


The fire tugs and boats race up river to meet Warrior. They manoeuvre themselves each side of the 
log floe and in a few minutes their powerful water jets have the fire under control. The fire boats 
leave and Warrior continues at his walking pace of 2 m.p.h. Hour after hour drags by and Warrior 
becomes bored. He thinks that if they were to increase speed to 5 mph he could get back to dock 
before dark and be able to keep control of the log floe. 


Very gently he increases speed to 5 mph, a few of the river side vessels warn him to slow down but 
Warrior is convinced he has control. He leaves the mouth of the river and enters the bay. Warrior 
begins his turn to move across the Bay to the lumber yard. But the logs are moving too fast and 
won't turn. The vast weight of the logs threaten to runover Warrior and he is forced to stay ahead 
of them. This late in the evening there are no vessels around to help him so Warrior is forced out 
to sea. 


Still unable to stop or turn Warrior reaches the open sea. "If I don't stop soon I'll be in Honolulu" 
thinks Warrior. Luckily Hercules is returning from a long tow and sees Warrior's problem. 
Coming alongisde Warrior, Hercules attaches his line to the chain and with the combined power of 
both tugs they are able to turn the floe of logs. 


Hercules helps Warrior to take the logs to the lumber yard. When they reach their dock Captain 
Starr tells Warrior how stupid he is and that the extra cost of using Hercules has taken all the profit 
from the job. 


(I) 


Captain Starr's bank goes broke. His tugs have to do any job, large or small, to help their Captain 
survive. By using common sense and clever business practices, the Captain survives the crises 
without having to sell Ten Cents! 


(J) 
An Original Story. 


The Z-Stacks have been repeatedly taking Starr Tugs tows by underhand and dangerous tricks. 
The Starr tugs are becoming more and more upset. 

The final blow comes when Ten Cents is run aground by a Z Stack who then proceeds up river to 
take one of Ten Cent's regular barges. The barge objects but the Z Tug tows him anyway. Ten 
Cents waits for the rising tide to float him off the sand bank. 


(5) 


(J) Continued... 


He sadly goes back to the dock and tells the others. O.J. comes up with an idea but a traitorous 
launch tells the Z Stacks of the plan. The Z Stacks rush out to help their commrade. 


As the evening fog rolls over the sea the Z Stacks running line abreast with the tug towing the barge 
behind them approaches the centre of the Bay. Half a mile ahead is the fog bank. Suddenly the 
Starr Tugs emerge line abreast from the fog to confront the Z Stacks. 


O.J. sends up a series of Number flags, and Ten Cents drops back. 


Setting up like some sea borne American Football line-up. Each side prepares for the 
ocnfrontation. 


Engines suddenly roar in unison and the competing front lines block each other. O.J. and Big Mac 
move their opponents sideways to allow Ten Cents to steam through. Breaking the Z Tugs tow 
line Ten Cents is able to reclaim his rightful tow. i.e. He sacks the quarter back. 


(K) 


A Munition Barge hits a dock and explodes causing emense damage, a large fire which spreads 
across the water front engulfing the piers and docks. 


On shore fire engines and the fire boats battle the fire to no avail. Itis decided to create a fire 
break by dynamiting a section of the dock. The piers to be blown up belong to Captain Starr. Ten 
Cents being the smallest and fastest for his size is sent in with a crew to lay the charges. The other 
Starr Tugs who are pulling barges and people away from the fire are dismayed to see their dock 
suddenly exlode. 


Later when the fire is finally put out the tired and smoke blackened Starr Tugs return to the ruins of 
their dock. Captain Starr is standing with the dispatcher on a few boxes. 


"There is no time to rest, get yourselves hosed down - I've bought out the next two log floes which 
need bringing down from the timberline and the lumber yards. We are going to come out on top." 


(L) 


THE PINK TUG. 


The story of a tug who, through over eagerness runs into a Queen. He is so embarrassed that he 
goes pink. 


(SEE STORY ABOUT THE INTRODUCTION OF SUNSHINE.) 


(6) 
(M) 


Ten Cents has been towing a dredger slowly up and down the main channel into the docks, 
widening slightly with each pass. 


O.J., Warrior, Top Hat and Big Mac are proudly towing one of the Queens into the Channel when a 
swirling wind becomes noticeable as waves on the normally flat water. 


Ten Cents smoothly moves the dredger clear of the channel to allow the Liner free access. 


Suddenly the swirling wind gusts violently against the massive side of the Queen causing her to 
veer and yaw as she moves forward. 


The wind continues to blast against the Liner. Ten Cents sees the Queen begin to turn sideways in 
the Channel he has just helped to widen. Knowing the new limits to the channel. Ten Cents 
realises he has only a few minutes in which to warn his friends before the Queen gets stock in the 
mud either side of the river channel. Thus blocking the river for nearly all other vessels. Telling 
the dredger to use its spud anchor Ten Cents drops his lines and steams away towards the Queen. 


The four medium tugs and the rather haughtly Queen are surprised to see little Ten Cents duck 
under the towing hawsers and head for the Queen's stem. 


Ten Cents calls out the danger and immediately O.J. takes charge telling him to push against the 
Queens aft section. In moments the four tugs are changing course to counter the effects of the 
wind. 


Ten Cents pushes his bowfender up against the Queens hull and pours on all his power. The Queen 
feels his efforts "Don't be shy sonny, push!" With his boiler on the point of bursting Ten Cents 
begins to make a small motion in changing the Queens direction. The slight change is enough to 
make the vital difference and the Queen begins to square up in the channel. The Queen and the 
river are safe. 


Ten Cents is the hero of the entire Bay area, he is honoured by the ownerj of the Liners, the Mayor 
of the City, and the Harbour Master. 


Afterwards, all the vessels from the docks and river areas gather in a flotilla on honour around Ten 
Cents. Overhead bursts a fourth of July firework celebration. 


(N) 


The oldest, wisest and finest tug in the Bay area is the ocean going Twin Paddled Steamer (or Stern 
Wheel Steamer) ............... She now works out her days up river towing the Alma, Hay and Coal 
Barges. She is a sage for all the tugs and sometimes a mother as well. Her adventures and stories 
range all over the world but her most amazing tale was of Shanghai ..... 


All our main tugs are dressed as Chinese to tell of her story. 


(7) 
(O) 


It was the 4th of July and a grand regatta was planned for the afternoon and a firework display in 
the evening. 


It was a day all the Starr Tugs had looked forward to. That was until Grampus surfaced very early 
in the morning near Ten Cents, Big Mac and O.J., announcing tht "They're going to blow me up 
today!" The tugs are dumbfounded, Grampas had been sold to the Navy for target practice, and 
was scheduled for demolition that very afternoon. 


O.J. goes to Grampas's owner to ask that his sale be cancelled, while Ten Cents tries to locate 
Captain Starr who is onboard TopHat at the head of the water parade to persuade him to buy 
Grampas. Big Mac is very unhappy and steams away on his own. 


Later in the afternoon all the vessels in the harbour steam or sail out to Lillie Lightship where they 
gather in one large floatilla to begin the 4th of July celebrational sail past of the docks and bay 
areas. The atmosphere is happy and carefree except for O.J. and Ten Cents, who were 
unsuccessful in their efforts to save Grampas, and haven't the heart to spoil everyone elses day with 
the news about Grampas. The ceremonial cannon on the harbour masters office will start the 
regatta at 3 pml. the same time Grampas is due to be blown up. At ten to three Ten Cents looks 
around for Big Mac. He is nowhere to be seen. 


Some four miles off shore on the Naval artillery range a gunnery officer checks the target area is 
clear. His view swings across Grampas floating alone on a calm sea. 


Then after a few hundred yards of clear sea the officer reacts as he sees Big Mac pulling a short 
floatilla of logs entering the target zone. Instantly the gunnery officer runs up a red flag stopping 
the Warships from opening fire. 


Big Mac steams right past Grampas momentarily hiding the cigar-shaped submarine from the 
gunnery officer's view. A minute later big Mac steams out of the danger zone. The officer 
replaces the red flag with the white all clear flag. 


At three o'clock precisely the ceremonial cannon fires and the regatta begins. At the same time the 
cannons on the Warship open fire, they miss three times but a forth fussilade destroys the cigar 
shaped vessel. 


A couple of hours later a weiry Big Mac joins his friends just after O.J. has told them about 
Grampas. The Starr Tugs offer their sympathies to Big Mac for the fate of his friend but Big Mac 
keeps a very straight face and suggests that they all go to the fireworks. As they watch the 
fireworks Big Mac begins to laugh and laugh and laugh. The other tugs who are too sad to enjoy 
the fireworks are annoyed at Big Mac's frivolous attitude. Then right in front of them surfaces 
Grampas, "They blew up some logs," laughs Big Mac. The Starr Tugs are amazed that the 
normally slow thinking Big Mac could come up with a plan and carry it through right under the 
noses of the Navy. The tugs have a great evening. 


Back in their dock Captain Starr is very angry at Big Mac threatening to break him up for risking 
himself in a Naval artillery zone. But eventually Captain Starr agrees to talk to the Navy and pay a 
scrap metal fee for Grampas. The next day Captain Starr tells Big Mac that he has acquired 
Grampas. Big Mac is the happiest tug in town. 


(8) 
(P) 


Throughout the series a new and powerful Deisel tug is being built at the shipyards. The other tugs 
view the new type of tug in various ways. O.J. believes it to be the way to the future when one day 
super powerful tugs will pull barges the size of a baseball stadium across the world. Warrior thinks 
it is the beginning of the end and they will all one day be broken up because one tug will do the job 
of three or even four. Big Mac does not understand the difference in their engines orwhatall that 
fuss is about. Sunshine hopes he will be fun to work with while Top Hats only thought is that a 
deisel tug will lack style. Ten Cents is just plain curious about every new piece of equipment that 
goes inside the new tug. In the last episode the deisel tug is launched and goes away for sea trials. 


(Q) 


Commotion and chaos is eminating from the passenger dock one particularly wet morning. 


Somehow, during the night, all the fuel for the ferry boats had got wet. The ferries themselves 
suspect sabotage. 


Ten Cents passes the passenger dock where hundreds of irrate passengers are demanding to be 
taken across the Bay. Ten Cents has an idea and tells the ferries to load up with passengers and tie 
themselves together while he finds Big Mac. 


A little later Ten Cents and Big Mac pull all the ferries roped together across the Bay. Throughout 
the day Ten Cents and Big Mac help people across the Bay taking school children to school and the 
women to the markets. That evening the commuters give the exhausted tugs a rousing cheer and 
the ferry boats share out all the fares from the day. 


(R) 
Lillie Lightship Kidnapped. 


The moonlight out in the bay provides good illumination but the continuous revolving beam of light 
from Lillie Lightship always provides reassurance for everyone in the bay at night. 


One particularly dark, but clear night, O.J. was crossing the bay with Warrior who was complaining 
as usual. Lillie's light was spinning across the water in its normal repetitive manner when suddenly 
the light stops. It just disappears. 


O.J. immediately changes course to find out what has happened reluctantly Warrior follows. When 
they reach Lillie's anchorage she is nowhere to be seen. O.J. tries to follow traces of oil in the 
water but to no avail. 


Sometime later the Harbour Patrol is notified that a group of Malcontents are holding Lillie until 
their demands for changes in hte harbour are met. 


The Starr Tugs in the course of their normal work are able to piece together a series of clues to 
where Lillie is being held. Ina single well planned raid involving all the Starr Tugs Lillie is freed 
and returned to her anchorage. In her reassuring beams of light the Starr Tugs join with the Z - 
Stacks in trapping Lillie's kidnappers. 


(9) 
(S) 


The Z-Stacks had been quiet for a few weeks and had even become friendly towards the Starr Tugs. 
O.J. was becoming almost paranoid with suspicion, "What are the Z-Stacks up to?" 


Sally seaplane almost as regular as clockwork flies in and out of her dock. She flies to Europe and 
the Far East where ever she is chartered to fly. 


Late one Friday afternoon when, just for once, all the Starr tugs are in dock the dispatcher comes 
out of her office. Sally Sea Plane has been forced down out at sea half an hours flying time from 
the bay. All the Starr Tugs volunteer to put to sea to locate Sally and tow her in to her dock. 


Big Mac, O.J.,Warrior and Top Hat leave immediately and a little later Ten Cents and Sunshine slip 
off unnoticed. The tugs criss-cross the area Sally reported she landed in. With a weather front 
moving in, Ten Cents and Sunshine start their own search pattern. 


They are confused to see two of the flat water Z-Stack tugs also out at sea. Ten Cents tells 
Sunshine to return to the Bay while he follows the Z-Stacks. The Z-Stacks lead him to Sally sea 
plane whre they pick up a crooked Airline man. After picking up the Airline man the Z Stacks 
steam away leaving Sally to face the incoming storm. 


Ten Cents reaches Sally and is just able to pull her in just infront of the storm. Later O.J. discovers 
that the Z Stacks had been planning to take over all jobs coming from a large Airline who are 
planning jto bring very big aircraft into the bay. But because of Ten Cents' bravery in saving Sally 


and her passengers, the Chairman of the Airline,having discovered the crooked dealing, awards the 
contract to the Starr Tugs. 


(T) 
The British War fleet arrives in the bay. 
The Warships include; Hood, Repulse and Renown plus all their support ships. 


It is the largest fleet ever to enter the bay. 


